Exam revision tips
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6 ways to enhance your revision:

· By reading past papers to familiarize yourself with the format of the exam. 

· By collecting information and preparing notes on modules you have studied. 

· By making a revision timetable that is appropriate and realistic.

· By making revision aids for use individually or with study buddies.
· Practice writing exam essay answers. 

· Make use of on line revision and study tools.
Past exam papers are available electronically from the library website.  Go to the library main page and from the tool bar across the top select Services and Facilities.  On the left hand side menu select Exam Papers.  You can search by course, examination year and undergraduate year group.
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The Library offers a wide range of services and facilities to its users

Use the links on the left to find out more information on what is available.




You should try to condense any notes you have, making a mindmap is a good way of identifying what information you need to gather.  You can also use it as a memory aid in the examination.  Try and re-create it in the back of your answer book.
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If you are a visual learner using post it notes can be very effective.  For example this post it note is a memory aid for Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs: 
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Place the post its around your living space in locations where they will frequently catch your eye, for example beside the kettle, on your wardrobe door, beside the mirror, on the wall going up the stairs.  When you are in the exam you can recall these in your mind’s eye.

If you condense notes into revision quiz cards they can be used with friends and family.
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If you are an auditory learner you may benefit from recording your condensed notes as mp3s.  If you do not wish to do this using a dictaphone, Texthelp Read and Write Gold and Robobraille are two electronic tools that will do this for you.  For further information please watch our presentation on Converting Text to Speech: Using Texthelp Read and Write Gold and Robobraille.
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Revision timetables are essential.  Students often under or over revise material, sometimes avoiding topics they are less confident about, or over revising some topics at the expense of others.  You can download printable timetables from the internet, and a sample is available in the back of this leaflet.
The important point is to be realistic about start and finish times.  You should also factor in rest breaks, and vary the materials you are revising.
	 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	10 - 11
	Intro to economics
	Review yesterday
	Review yesterday
	Review yesterday
	Review yesterday

	11 - 12
	Intro to Soc
	Intro to economics
	Maths and stats
	Intro to Law
	Intro to Soc

	12 - 1
	Maths and stats
	Organisation and Mgmt
	Intro to Soc
	Language
	Intro to economics

	1 - 2
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	2 - 3
	Intro to Law
	Intro to Pol Sc
	Intro to economics
	Intro to Pol Sc
	Organisation and Mgmt

	3 - 4
	Language
	Free choice
	Organisation and Mgmt
	Language
	Maths and stats

	4 - 5
	Read through today’s notes
	Read through today’s notes
	Read through today’s notes
	Read through today’s notes
	Read through today’s notes


Online revision tools are an excellent way of reviewing material, and provides a break from reading printed material.  The following are just some examples of internet material.
TCD iTunes hosts a number of podcasts:
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You can type key words into You Tube or Google, for example if you

are studying Psychology enter ‘spss tutorials’.

[image: image9.png](T Tube eyt

Home | Videos

Channels | Community spss tutorials

“spss tutorials” results 1- 20 of ahout 25

Al Channels

Playlists Sorthy: Relevance ¥ Uploaded: Anlime ¥

= Intro to SPSS

“This is a simple and brief introduction o the *Statistical Package for the Social
Seiences",in case you have never used it before, of just..

FHKKK 1 yearage 4TE13views  biwlsy

One-way ANOVA SPSS Tutorial Part 1 of 2

One Way ANOVA on SPSS by Allant Inerational University Advanced Statistic
Tutors from the San Francisca campus.

FAKKK Smorthsago 448 views  mathguyzero

Playlist Results for spss tutorials

SPSS tutorials
One-way ANOVA SPSS Tutorial Part 2 072 (3:42)
How o Do a Multile Regression Analysis in SPSS (3.02)
SPSS: ANOVA (2in 1) (532)

7videos  bluebluetine  play ol

SPSS Tutorials
SPSS Chi-Square Goodness-ofFit 4:07)
SPSS: Independent Samples T-ests™ (5.29)
SPSS: Recode then Chi-Gquared TOI (3/3) (5:43)

Svideos  ofurtadolr piay ol

Type: All v




The Learning support service provides academic workshops throughout the year, and details are available from their website.  You can also book an appointment if you need individual advice.

Student Learning Services provides a very useful web centre to help you with all aspects of academic work.  We would advise you to bookmark this web address into your web browser.
http://www.tcd.ie/Student_Counselling/student-learning/undergraduate/
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Student Learning Services provide academic workshops throughout the year, and an online study skills seminar.

You also have access to modules on revision and exams through Skills4Study Campus (www.tcd.ie/local)
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Practising exam essays

· Read past papers. Familiarize yourself with the format of the exam papers you will be taking.
· Prepare likely topics, key themes or issues. Decide these from information you have obtained from your lecture or study guide notes, lecturers, tutors, past exam papers, etc. When studying, focus on key words and phrases that you should include.
· Collect relevant information on the topic including definitions, factual statements, evidence, examples, information from assigned readings, opinions, etc. Organize the information you have collected under theme headings. 
· Practice writing answers to questions you are likely to be asked. Sort out the main points you will want to make (should you get asked that particular question) and practice recalling them in the right sequence.
Maslow: HON – 5
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